
The Halifax Project is an attempt by photographer Kent Martin to document the life of this seaport 
at this time in history. Photography has the unique magic of capturing a moment in time - a 

moment which may resonate to people across time with people in other times. The project will 
include the streetscapes of the city, its business and industry, social gatherings, political and 

social issues, and artistic and spiritual life. It is inspired by the legendary American photographer, 
photojournalist and humanist, W. Eugene Smith, who attempted to do something similar for the 

city of Pittsburgh in the 1950’s which resulted in thousands of photographs documenting 

a place and people in time.
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At 1313 Hollis Street, a gathering called “Old City - New Voices” with Jerry Granelli 

and other musicians during the Halifax Jazz Festival, July 11, 2019 




Number 1313 Hollis Street is an iconic address in 
Halifax. It has been the place of legendary 

performances of new music and an venue for the annual 
Halifax Jazz Festival. For the rest of the year it serves 

as a inclusive space for all kinds of creative work; 
music, rehearsal, dance, installations and gallery 

exhibitions.

Run by Creative Director, Jerry Granelli and Tim Crofts, 
President of the 113 Music Association, their goal is to 

provide the physical space and opportunity to 
encourage a vital and sustainable artistic community


 in Nova Scotia. 


They are advocates of the importance of openness 

in all aspects of the creative process and support 


music education rooted in the fundamentals through 
opportunities like the Creative Music Workshops 


which attracts participants of every age, at all 

skill levels from all over.



Old City - New Voices





Jerry Granelli was born in San Francisco 1940 and he cut 

his chops in the vibrant jazz scene there from the late Fifties 


on. Among many sessions, he played with the Vince Guaraldi 
Trio on the innovative score for A Charlie Brown Christmas 
which has become a popular favourite and a jazz classic.


He moved to Halifax over three decades ago and has become 

a much loved figure in the music scene of the entire East 

Coast. He was one of the founders and has been a steadfast 
supporter of what started out as the Atlantic Jazz Festival and 

is now the largest music festival east of Montreal. 


He has mentored and encouraged young musicians beyond 
counting and has also found time to compose and record


and tour with ground breaking work of his own and in 
collaborations with others. He looks to Buddhist teachings to 

define his role as an artist in the world.


According to Jerry: 

One reason why people like improvised music is that it is a 

direct reflection of life, not something we thought up.  
It scares you.  

Makes you think you are going to die for a moment …. 
do you have the courage to play ? 

 Can I move out of my desires and wants and into  
compositional choices ? 
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For enquiries about Prints of these photographs contact Kent at: 

kentmart in@east l ink.ca 


All photographs are subject to copyright and any use without permission is not authorized. 


More about The Halifax Project and the photography and filmmaking work of 

Kent Martin can be found at:


 www.unceasingplay.ca
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